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Fecal Coliforms

A fecal coliform standard is currently used to evaluate the sanitary
condition of shellfish growing waters. Its use has been successful and
should be continued. However, since the best indicator of fecal contam-
ination is E. coli, the direct plating method should be further evaluated
for use in this program.

Enterococci

The significance, accuracy, and precision of the methodology is limited
and is poorly correlated with safety or sanitary quality characteristics of
foods. Therefore microbiological criteria for enterococci should not be
applied.

Pseudomonas aeruginosa

The value of P. aeruginosa as an index of safety of bottled water should
be further evaluated and accurate methods for the detection and enumer-
ation of this organism should be developed.

Coliform Bacteria

Coliform counts are applicable in microbiological criteria for many
foods to indicate post-heat processing contamination. However, E. coli
or a fecal connotation of E. coli should not be linked categorically to any
food in which coliforms are found.

Enterobacteriaceae

Enterobacteriaceae counts and coliform counts are generally used for
the same purpose. The former has not been used to any appreciable extent
in the United States, although it is commonly used in Europe. Because
the advantages of the Enterobacteriaceae count over the coliform count
are not substantial, the latter should be the method of choice for use in
microbiological criteria in the United States.

Thermonuclease Test (TNase)

The TNase test should be applicable in microbiological criteria for the
purpose of screening foods such as certain cheeses and sausages for ex-
tensive growth of S. aureus and presence of enterotoxin(s).